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Abstract
On June 2–3, 2014, Prewitt and Associates, Inc., conducted an archeological survey for proposed
drainage improvements along a ca. 2,800-foot (ft) (853 meter [m]) segment of the Sixmile Creek channel
downstream from Roosevelt Avenue in San Antonio, Texas. Desktop research and an earlier field
reconnaissance found that the Area of Potential Effects (APE) has little to no potential of yielding
significant archeological resources based on the geologic and geomorphic setting and twentieth-century
channel and landscape modifications. Based on these findings, the current investigations focused on two
known cultural resources near the APE: the Stinson #1 cemetery (part of 41BX789) and the ca. 1925
Airport Captain’s House. The Stinson #1 cemetery is outside the APE. Investigations consisting of
mechanical scraping and trenching in a search for unmarked graves focused on the area between the
cemetery and the APE. No unmarked graves were found. The standing structures associated with the
Airport Captain’s House, which consist of a house and garage, are outside the APE, but residential
debris, most likely associated with the use of these structures, was observed scattered across the surface
and intersecting the APE. The standing structures, along with the historic artifact scatter, were recorded
as archeological site 41BX2010.
As an archeological resource, it is recommended that 41BX2010 be judged ineligible for listing in the
National Register of Historic Places (under Criterion D) or designation as a State Antiquities Landmark.
The standing structures at the site, however, are eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic
Places under Criterion A. Because of this, project-related impacts to the structures should be avoided,
and a buffer zone of at least 30 meters (m) (100 ft) should be demarcated around the structures during
project construction. By creating a buffer zone, no eligible cultural resources will be impacted, and it is
recommended that the proposed project be allowed to proceed as planned. No artifacts requiring curation
were collected during the survey.
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Introduction
Project Description
The Bexar County Flood Control Capital Improvement Program proposes to make drainage
improvements along a ca. 2,800-ft (853 m) segment of Sixmile Creek downstream from Roosevelt
Avenue in San Antonio, Texas (see Appendix A). Based on the 40 percent design plan, the proposed
improvements will consist of widening the existing channel bottom to 120 ft (37 m) and reconfiguring the
channel side slopes to a 3:1 ratio, after which the channel bottom and side slopes will be mantled with
concrete to improve flow during high rainfall events. In total, the APE is ca. 20.5 acres (8.3 hectares). The
archeological survey was conducted to identify any archeological resources that would be impacted by
the proposed project.
Since the project is county-sponsored with U.S. Army Corps of Engineers permitting, the archeological
survey was performed in accordance with the provisions of the U.S. Secretary of the Interior’s Standards
and Guidelines for Archeology and Historic Preservation (48 Federal Regulation 44716-42), taking into
consideration the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (Public Law 96-515); the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (Public Law 90-190); the Archeological and Historical
Preservation Act of 1974 (Public Law 93-921); Executive Order No. 11593 (“Protection and Enhancement
of the Cultural Environment”); and the Antiquities Code of Texas (Texas Natural Resources Code of
1977, Title 9, Heritage, Chapter 191). The report is in accordance with 36 Code of Federal Regulations
Part 60 for informing review under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and the
Antiquities Code of Texas. This report provides sufficient documentation for consultation with the Texas
Historical Commission, which is the state historic preservation office.

Description of the Study Area
The study area (i.e., APE) consists of a ca. 2,800-ft (853 m) section of Sixmile Creek downstream from
Roosevelt Avenue and is wholly contained on the grounds of the Stinson Municipal Airport in San
Antonio, Texas. Sixmile Creek is a jurisdictional water of the United States and a perennial tributary of the
San Antonio River, which it meets ca. 2-kilometers (km) (1.3 miles) downstream of the APE.
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Environmental Setting
Physiography
Bexar County is in south-central Texas and straddles the Balcones Fault Zone, which separates the
Edwards Plateau from the Blackland Prairie of the Gulf Coastal Plain to the southeast (Arbingast et al.
1973:6; Bureau of Economic Geology 1983). The Edwards Plateau margin has been heavily dissected by
stream downcutting and headward erosion, resulting in a rugged landscape of limestone hills and
canyons, whereas the Blackland Prairie is typically rolling tall grasslands underlain by soft limestones,
marls, and chalks.

Climate
The climate of the Blackland Prairie region is classified as modified humid subtropical with Gulf-influenced
hot summers and continental-influenced mild winters. The Edwards Plateau region is subtropical steppe
with low summer humidity (Natural Fibers Information Center 1987:10–12). Both regions can experience
summer temperatures that exceed 100°F (37.7°C), and freezing temperatures can occur during the winter
months, although such extremes are more frequent in the Edwards Plateau region. The mean annual
precipitation for Bexar County is 29.1 inches (739 millimeters [mm]). Rain falls throughout the year, with
slight peaks in the late spring and early fall (Natural Fibers Information Center 1987:49).

Biota
Like the landscape and climate, the biota of Bexar County differs east to west, although there is
geographical overlap of some species. The flora and fauna of the Edwards Plateau are defined as
Balconian, while those of the Blackland Prairie are characterized as Texan (Blair 1950).

Geology
According to the Geologic Atlas of Texas–San Antonio Sheet, Sixmile Creek deeply incises Eocene
mudstones (with varying amounts of sandstone lentils) of the Wilcox Formation (Bureau of Economic
Geology 1983). Holocene alluvium is not mapped anywhere in the APE, though Sixmile Creek may
contain pockets of Holocene alluvium not extensive enough to be mapped as discrete units on the
1:250,000-scale Geologic Atlas of Texas—San Antonio Sheet. Channel modifications and realignments
throughout the latter half of the last century (observed in historical aerial photos) have probably removed
and disturbed most of the Holocene alluvial deposits.

Soils
Mollisols of the Lewisville and Patrick series, and Alfisols of the San Antonio series are mapped on the
uplands surfaces overlooking Sixmile Creek (Taylor et al. 1991), while Mollisols of the Frio series and
Vertisols of the Tinn series are mapped on the lower alluvial surfaces in the APE.
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Cultural History of Central Texas and Bexar County
The APE straddles the central Texas and south Texas archeological areas. A cultural chronology of these
areas has been developed by Story (1985) and Johnson and Goode (1994) with refinements by Black
(1989a, 1989b), Collins (1995, 2004), and Hester (2004). Large-scale archeological projects by McGraw
and Hindes (1987) and Thoms and Mandel (2007) have documented a detailed record of Late
Paleoindian through Historic occupations just south of San Antonio, in the Medina River and Elm Creek
valleys.

Paleoindian Period
The Paleoindian period (ca. 11,500–8,800 before present [B.P.]) is divided into early and late subperiods
in central and portions of south Texas (Collins 1995, 2004). Each subperiod is characterized by distinct
styles of lanceolate projectile points and other stone tool technologies. Early Paleoindian sites are
characterized by Clovis or Folsom projectile points, with each associated with a subsistence pattern
related to hunting large mammals, primarily mammoth for the earlier Clovis hunters and bison for later
Folsom hunters. Each group also used a wide variety of other animal and plant resources. Late
Paleoindian sites are also associated with a series of distinctive projectile point forms: Plainview,
Golondrina, Scottsbluff, and Angostura. Evidence from central and south Texas indicates that these later
Paleoindian groups were using a more generalized hunting and gathering subsistence pattern similar to
that of later Archaic groups in the region. Early and late Paleoindian site types are similar and include
open campsites, special-purpose sites for procuring specific resources, and kill sites for mammoth and
bison.

Archaic Period
The Archaic period is subdivided into Early (ca. 8800–6000 B.P.), Middle (ca. 6000–4000 B.P.), and Late
subperiods (ca. 4000–1300 B.P.) (Collins 1995, 2004; Hester 2004). The Archaic period represents a
continuation of the generalized hunting and gathering lifeway that characterized the late Paleoindian
subperiod. Each subperiod is characterized by distinctive changes in lithic technology, projectile dart point
styles, and groundstone technology, some of which are regionally specific for central and south Texas.
Changes in technology and broad changes in subsistence and site types are correlated with regional
changes in climate and resource distribution through time. Some indication of increasing social
complexity during the Middle and Late Archaic is evident by the appearance of regional cemeteries,
distinctive burial practices, and the presence of various artifacts manufactured of nonlocal raw materials
such as marine shell ornaments, bannerstones, and boat stones. Such artifacts imply participation in
larger regional exchange networks, some of which have been traced to the greater southeastern United
States.
The presence of established mortuary areas during the period is indicative of specific group territories and
the existence of maintained, and in some cases defended, social boundaries among groups. A wide
variety of site types have been recorded for the Archaic period. Although site types are rather comparable
through the period, frequencies of different types of sites fluctuate over time and may be related in large
part to continuing changes in environmental conditions and available resources. Site types include
rockshelters, open campsites, special-purpose resource extraction locations (burned rock middens, ring
middens, lithic procurement areas), and mortuary sites or cemeteries.

Late Prehistoric Period
The Late Prehistoric period (ca. 1300/1200–350 B.P.) in central and south Texas was marked by
increased social boundary differentiation and a continuation of the basic hunting and gathering
subsistence strategy (Collins 1995, 2004; Hester 2004). Three significant traits—pottery, bow and arrow,
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and to a minor extent agriculture—also make their appearance during the Late Prehistoric. Collins (2004)
divides the period into Austin and Toyah intervals.
The Austin interval is associated with a technological shift from Late Archaic style dart points to smaller
arrow points associated with initial use of the bow and arrow technology; otherwise, there is actually little
change in terms of subsistence patterns from the preceding Late Archaic period. The Toyah interval is
distinguished by one primary arrow point style, the Perdiz point. Other technological aspects of Toyah
assemblages include end scrapers, prismatic chert blades, and large thin bifacial knives—all of which are
interpreted as signatures of a bison, deer, or antelope hunting tool kit. It is significant that the traits of
Toyah assemblages appear at about the same time across central and south Texas and beyond into East
Texas. This distribution has led some researchers to question whether it represents the spread of an
adopted technological system by multiple ethnic groups or the widespread presence of a single ethnic
group (Black 1989a, 1989b; Johnson 1994; Ricklis 1994).
Late Prehistoric cemeteries or mortuary areas indicate a continuation of the territorial boundary aspect
developed during the Middle and Late Archaic, but perhaps for different social objectives. Site types
reflect a continuation of those identified during previous periods: open occupation or camp sites, burned
rock midden sites and hearth features, shell middens, lithic procurement sites and rockshelters, caves,
and sinkholes. Isolated burials, cemeteries, rock art sites, and artifact caches reflect special-purpose
sites. Some sites have also had small ephemeral structures associated with them.

Historic Period
The Historic period (beginning in ca. 350 B.P.) covers the time of initial contact between Europeans and
Native Americans and the subsequent demise of native populations following the establishment of
European and later Anglo settlements. Collins (2004) has assigned early, middle, and late subperiods.
Archeological research and existing historic accounts by Spanish, French, and Anglo writers form the
basis for virtually all of our knowledge of this period. Written records provide a much more detailed
glimpse into the lifeways and social aspects of native populations than the archeological record alone
from previous periods. The Historic period subsumes initial Spanish and French exploration; military and
religious expeditions into central and south Texas; and the subsequent establishment of the Spanish
mission system in the 1700s. During this period, Native American populations were subjected to a
dramatic influx of new ideas, new technologies, and diseases. Traditional subsistence patterns continued
to emphasize mixed hunting and gathering, primarily of bison, deer, and antelope, with movement of
native groups directed in response to game routes. Site types are similar to those documented for the
Late Prehistoric period, but with the occasional use of European artifacts and materials as part of the
technological system. Following the demise of the last mobile groups in the region, mainly the Comanche
in central Texas and the Lipan Apache in south and southwestern Texas, Anglo-European and Hispanic
settlers established farms and ranches and developed urbanized areas, such as San Antonio.
The city of San Antonio grew out of San Antonio de Béxar Presidio, founded in 1718, and the villa of San
Fernando de Béxar, chartered by Canary Islanders in 1731 (Fehrenbach 2010). Beginning in 1718, five
Spanish missions were located along the San Antonio River. In 1773 San Antonio de Béxar became the
capital of Spanish Texas. By 1795, the missions were secularized, and San Antonio de Valero Mission
(the Alamo) became a military barracks. During the Texas Revolution, San Antonio was the site of several
battles, including the siege of Bexar in December 1835 and the battle of the Alamo in March 1836. After
independence from Mexico, the Republic of Texas organized Bexar County in December 1836, and San
Antonio was chartered in January 1837 to serve as the county’s seat. San Antonio grew rapidly after the
annexation of Texas by the United States in 1845, as the city became a regional servicing and distribution
center. German immigrants made up a large part of this growth. German speakers outnumbered both
Hispanics and Anglos until after 1877. During the U.S. Civil War, San Antonio served as a Confederate
depot. After the war, San Antonio prospered as a cattle, distribution, mercantile, and military center
serving the border region and the southwestern United States. The city was the southern hub and
supplier of the cattle trail drives. With the coming of the Galveston, Harrisburg and San Antonio Railway
in 1877, San Antonio, formerly without a transportation system, entered a new era of economic growth.
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As the nineteenth century came to a close and a new century dawned, San Antonio became an important
military center for the army and later the air force, a status that the city retains into the twenty-first century.
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Previous Investigations and Methods
Background Review and Previous Investigations
A file search and literature review for the proposed project was conducted prior to the field investigations.
A search of the Texas Historical Commission’s online archeological site atlas revealed that there are no
previously recorded or known archeological sites in the APE, though the APE is located in the San
Antonio Mission District, which has been listed in the National Register of Historic Places since 1975.
There is only one known archeological site, 41BX789, within 1 km (0.6 miles) of the APE (see Appendix
A). Site 41BX789 was recorded in 1988 during a survey conducted by the University of Texas at San
Antonio’s Center for Archaeological Research for the expansion of runways and taxiways at the Stinson
Municipal Airport. The site includes two historic cemeteries, Stinson #1 and Stinson #2, and adjacent
areas to the north of these cemeteries and Taxiway D, where no marked graves were present, but where
aerial photographs and maps from the 1920s, 1930s, and 1940s showed or depicted grave sites. The
maps noted this area of the airport (including Stinson #1 and #2) as a pauper’s cemetery. The smaller
Stinson #2 cemetery is ca. 60 m (200 ft) north of the APE. The larger Stinson #1 cemetery is ca. 30 m
(100 ft) north of the APE, paralleling the northern boundary for approximately 160 m (525 ft) (see
Appendix A).
In 1994, unmarked burials were disturbed during the installation of a storm drain across Taxiway D. The
construction work was halted, and after consultation with the Texas Historical Commission, the St. Mary’s
University Archaeology Program was contracted to excavate and recover the human remains. Only the
graves disturbed by the construction of the storm drain or in the construction footprint were excavated
and investigated. Nine burials were encountered, removed, and relocated, along with the partial remains
of two individuals not associated with specific graves (Uecker 1996). Individuals interred in three of the
graves excavated, and in two graves in the vicinity that were not archeologically located or excavated,
were identified as African-Americans who were born in the mid- to late 19th century and died in 1930.
Identities of the persons interred in the other six graves excavated and in other graves in the vicinity were
not determined.
In 2002, concerns over unmarked human burials at the Stinson Municipal Airport and the need to
document and delineate grave site areas to facilitate planning and future improvements at the airport
prompted an investigation by Cave et al. (2003). This investigation was to search for burials in the area
designated on earlier maps as a pauper’s cemetery in the western portion of the facility and to develop a
search methodology to locate and identify unmarked burials. Cave et al. (2003) focused on five areas,
designated Areas 1A, 1B, 2A, 2B, and 3, between Taxiway D and 99th Street—areas that comprise the
northern portion of site 41BX789. They used various remote sensing techniques, including groundpenetrating radar, magnetometer, and metal detectors, in addition to the mechanical removal of surface
layers (i.e., scraping) to investigate anomalies identified through remote sensing and to identify filled
grave shafts through soil discoloration. Cave et al. (2003) found four unmarked graves in Area 1A, which
was adjacent to the area where Uecker (1996) encountered and removed burials. The four burials were
found through mechanical scraping and trenching. Remote-sensing anomalies were identified in Areas 2A
and 2B, but scraping and trenching to investigate them did not encounter any graves. No remote-sensing
anomalies were identified in Areas 1B and 3 and subsequent scraping and trenching in these areas did
not encounter any burials. Overall, Cave et al. (2003) found that the ground-penetrating radar and
magnetometer investigations were not successful and of limited value in the search for unmarked graves
in the dense clay soils at the airport. Metal detectors were somewhat more successful, but only if nearsurface metal grave markers were associated with the burials. Mechanical scraping and trenching proved
to be a relatively successful search technique, although soil color distinctions between filled grave shifts
and the surrounding deposits were not always clear or dramatic, which is in contrast to observations
made earlier by Uecker (1996).
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In 2011, Geo-Marine, Inc., conducted a survey for the proposed drainage improvements along Sixmile
Creek (Fullerton and Allday 2011), including a reconnaissance-level survey of the segment downstream
from Roosevelt Avenue (the current APE). Fullerton and Allday (2011) observed that unlike upstream of
Roosevelt Avenue, the channel downstream was unchannelized and has witnessed significant erosion
and incision due to the flow of a high volume and velocity of water from the upstream channelized portion
of Sixmile Creek. Nevertheless, they recommended a few areas downstream from Roosevelt Avenue for
further archeological investigation. They recommended backhoe scraping and trenching where the
southern boundary of the Stinson #1 cemetery (part of 41BX789) approaches the northern margin of the
APE. They also recommended shovel testing along an intact low terrace that begins at the first treeline
east of Roosevelt Avenue and continues eastward along both sides of Sixmile Creek. In addition, they
noted a historic artifact scatter close to the southern edge of the APE and near a National Register–
eligible historic structure known as the Airport Captain’s House, and recommended shovel testing to
determine if cultural materials associated with the structure extend into the APE. These recommendations
were the focus of the current survey.

Field Methodology
Before designing a methodology for the survey of the APE, the author conducted field reconnaissance on
February 18, 2014. This allowed the author to resolve some ambiguities regarding the boundaries of the
APE; the location, topography, and vegetation density of the areas recommended for investigation by
Fullerton and Allday (2011); and the overall geologic and geomorphic characteristics of the APE. The
reconnaissance revealed that Sixmile Creek is deeply incised, as much as 10–11 m (30-36 ft) below the
adjacent upland surface, throughout the APE (see Appendix B). The stream is prone to flash flood events
based on the presence of flood debris several meters above the thalweg and a bedload that cannot be
entrained under normal flow conditions. These conditions suggest that it is highly improbable that
archeological sites are preserved along the channel or below the surface of any Holocene-age alluvial
landforms associated with Sixmile Creek. In fact, Holocene-age alluvial landforms and deposits outside of
the active channel are largely absent. The “intact low terrace” recommended for shovel testing by
Fullerton and Allday (2011) is actually a strath terrace mantled by a thin deposit of recent sediments.
It was also noted during the reconnaissance that approximately 800–900 ft (244-274 m) of the Sixmile
Creek channel downstream from Roosevelt Avenue had been modified in the past. Evidence of this
comes from the uniformity of the side slopes of the channel, the level terrain at the top of the side slopes
adjacent to the channel, and the presence of a concrete channel bottom. These modifications occurred
sometime between 1973 and 1986 based on the examination of aerial photographs from that time period.
Other disturbances observed within the APE that would have adversely impacted archeological resources
consist of the clearing and grading of the upland surfaces adjacent to the channel. Push piles, particularly
along the south side of the channel, are numerous (see Appendix B). The upland margins of the channel,
especially ca. 2,000 ft to 2,600 ft (610 m to 792 m) downstream from Roosevelt Avenue (near the eastern
end of the APE) were cleared and leveled for the construction of a firing range during World War II, when
the Stinson Airport was used by the United States Army Air Forces as a training base. This impact to the
surrounding landscape is seen as late as 1955 on an aerial photograph of the same year and is depicted
as a pit or quarry on the Bexar County soil survey maps (Taylor et al. 1991).
Based on the geologic and geomorphic nature of the APE, the flow regime of Sixmile Creek, and the
disturbances and impacts observed during the field reconnaissance, it is unlikely that intact archeological
sites are present within the APE. It was therefore recommended that an intensive archeological survey of
the entire APE was not necessary, and that the survey should focus on the known cultural resources near
or adjacent to the APE so that their boundaries could be clearly defined and delineated. These resources
consist of the Stinson #1 cemetery (part of 41BX789) and an historic artifact scatter possibly associated
with the Airport Captain’s House on the south side of the channel near the eastern end of the APE.
Archeological investigations took place on June 2–3, 2014. Given the Stinson #1 cemetery’s proximity to
the northern boundary of the APE, it was deemed necessary to investigate the area between the
established southern boundary of the cemetery and northern boundary of the APE for unmarked graves
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through mechanical scraping. This area, which is ca. 160 x 30 m (525 ft x 100 ft), is partially wooded. The
surface is marked by a gradual to steep slope down from the upland surface to the surface of a strath
terrace. The densely wooded portion of this area, which is about 10–15 m (30-50 ft) wide, defines the
southern boundary of the Stinson #1 cemetery and will be left intact to serve as a buffer between the
project and the cemetery. Between this narrow strip of arboreal vegetation and the stream channel to the
south is the intermediate surface of the strath terrace, which lies more than 2 m (6 ft) below the surface of
the cemetery and over 4 m (13 ft) above the channel bottom. The strath terrace surface supports a twotrack road used by airport maintenance and emergency personnel.
At the eastern and western ends of the area investigated between the Stinson #1 cemetery and the
channel, surface elevations were similar to that of the cemetery, and therefore were the primary focus of
the search for unmarked graves. Using a backhoe bucket with a blade welded over the teeth, 10–15
centimeters (cm) (4-6 inches) of soil were removed during each pass until the underlying weathered clay
bedrock was exposed, usually at a depth of 20–40 cm (8-16 inches). This method was repeated until the
designated area was scraped down to and into the bedrock. A less intensive search through mechanical
scraping took place on the lower surface of the strath terrace, where five test trenches or scrapes were
excavated. The method of mechanical scraping was essentially the same, with 10–15 cm (4-6 inches) of
soil removed during each pass until the underlying clay bedrock was exposed. Coordinates for the edges
of the scraped areas and ends of the test trenches were obtained using a handheld WAAS-enabled GPS
unit with a horizontal position accuracy of less than 3 m (10 ft). These UTM coordinates were later plotted
on aerial photographs and project maps to mark the locations and extents of the scraped areas and test
trenches. Digital photographs of all scraped areas and test trenches were taken to document their sizes,
extents and characteristics of the exposed deposits.
The historic artifact scatter, possibly associated with the Airport Captain’s House, was examined with a
visual inspection of the ground surface and shovel testing. Six 30-cm-diameter (12 inch-diameter) shovel
tests were excavated in 20-cm (8 inch) arbitrary levels, and sediment matrix from each level was
screened through 1/4-inch (6 mm) hardware cloth. Because the artifacts rest on an ancient landform with
no potential for containing deeply buried artifacts, shovel tests depths were no more than 45 cm (18
inches). Shovel test data were recorded on a standard shovel test recording form, noting the diameter
and depth of each shovel test, the stratigraphy, and recovery of artifacts. All shovel test locations were
plotted on field maps and recorded using a handheld WAAS-enabled GPS unit with a horizontal position
accuracy of less than 3 m (10 ft). Artifacts were identified and documented in the field, therefore, no
artifacts were collected. The horizontal and vertical extent of the artifact scatter was mapped, and other
site information, including information on standing structures and features at the site, was recorded on a
State of Texas Archeological Site Data Form. The site information was subsequently submitted to the
Texas Archeological Research Laboratory in TexSite format, and a site number was obtained. Digital
photographs were taken to document the standing structures and overall nature of the site. Collected
GPS points were plotted on aerial photographs and project maps to generate site maps.
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Results
Field Investigations
The field investigations started with the search for unmarked graves through mechanical scraping in the
area between the Stinson #1 cemetery and the APE. Scraped Area 1 covered 76 m2 at the eastern end of
the area, and Scraped Area 2 covered 125 m2 at the western end (see Appendix A). The maximum depth
attained in each of the two scraped areas ranged from 30 cm to 60 cm (12-24 inches). The deposits
mantling the bedrock were recent in age yielding a mix of plastic, glass, and metal objects and little
evidence of pedogenic alteration. The recent deposits generally consisted of 20–40 cm (8-16 inches) of
brown to dark brown silty clay loam, which sharply contrasted with the underlying yellowish brown and
gray clay with redoximorphic features. Grave shafts were not encountered in either scraped area.
The less intensive search for unmarked graves on the lower surface of the strath terrace yielded similar
results. The underlying clay bedrock was typically exposed in the five test trenches at depths of 20–50
cm, and the deposits capping the bedrock produced a mix of modern objects and trash. These trenches
ranged from 5.4 to 7.5 m long (18-25 ft), 50 to 60 cm (20-24 inches) deep, and were 75 cm (30 inches)
wide. No grave shafts were encountered in the test trenches on the lower strath terrace surface.
During the field investigations at and around the historic artifact scatter near the Airport Captain’s House,
a low-density scatter of early to mid-twentieth-century residential debris was observed across the surface
from the edge of the streambank southward to the Airport Captain’s House and garage (Appendix A). Six
shovel tests were excavated around these two structures, yielding window glass fragments, green and
clear bottle glass fragments, a piece of red clay field tile, and a brown stoneware sherd. These materials,
along with the Airport Captain’s House, garage, and outlying concrete pads, were recorded as part of a
historic site that intersects the southern boundary of the APE near its eastern end. Prewitt and
Associates, Inc., submitted a site form to the Texas Archeological Research Laboratory and the following
section describes newly recorded archeological site 41BX2010.
Shovel
Test
1
2

Depth
(cm)
Sediments
30 Brown silty clay loam with common
gravels
40 Brown silty clay with many gravels

3

40

Brown silty clay loam with few gravels

4

45

Brown silty clay loam with few gravels

5

40

Brown silty clay loam with few gravels

6

43

Brown silty clay loam with few gravels

Archeological Resources Survey Report
Sixmile Creek Drainage Improvements, Project SA-43

Artifacts Recovered
0–-20 cm: 1 brown stoneware sherd
20–30 cm: None
0–20 cm: None
20–40 cm: None
0–20 cm: None
20–40 cm: None
0–20 cm: 1 piece of window glass
20–45 cm: None
0–20 cm: 1 clear bottle glass fragment, 1
green bottle glass fragment, and 1 red clay
field tile fragment
20–40 cm: None
0–20 cm: 4 pieces of window glass
20–43 cm: None
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Description of Site 41BX2010
Site 41BX2010 is a historic site consisting of a house, garage, and associated artifact scatter (see
Appendix A). The site measures 130 m x 130 m (425 ft x 425 ft) and sits at an elevation of 570–585 ft
(174-178 m) above mean sea level on an upland surface overlooking Sixmile Creek and the Stinson
Municipal Airport to the north. The site surface has been leveled and cleared of brush and arboreal
vegetation, except for seven isolated trees surrounding the house and garage. The surface modifications
and the age of the landform on which the site is located precludes the presence of any intact buried
component to this site, save for underground utility lines to and from the house, and the possible
presence of a septic tank and/or cistern. There are few artifacts scattered across the surface and in the
near-surface (20 cm or less [8 inches or less]). These artifacts largely represent early to mid-twentiethcentury residential debris, such as window and bottle glass, metal cans, wire nails, glaze stoneware
sherds, red clay field tile fragments, and miscellaneous but unidentified metal items and fragments.
The house is a single-story, front-gable bungalow with a stone veneer measuring ca. 67 ft (North-South
[N-S]) by 30 ft (East-West [E-W]) (20 m [N-S] x 9 m [E-W]) (see Appendix B). Known as the Airport
Captain’s House, it was built around 1925 and served as the residence of the Stinson Municipal Airport’s
administrator. The roof has exposed rafter tails, and the front porch, which is on the north end of the
house, has five arches (three facing north, and one each facing east and west), giving the façade of the
house an arcaded look. The arches historically supported window glass or screens. The two-car garage,
also built around 1925, has a small room on the southern end. The flat roof is partially collapsed. The
building measures ca. 32 ft (N-S) by 20 ft (E-W) (10 m [N-S] by 6 m [E-W]). Several concrete pads or slab
foundations are ca. 25 m to 50 m West-Southwest (W-SW) of the house. They range from ca. 95 to 270
square feet (ft2) (8.8 to 25 m2) in size. Their function or purpose is unknown, but they may have served as
a walkway and patio surrounding a garden based on their size, configuration, and spatial arrangement.
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Archeological Resources Assessment
Summary of Findings
A reconnaissance-level survey of the APE downstream of Roosevelt Avenue by Fullerton and Allday
(2011) recommended three areas for further investigation: 1) the area between Stinson #1 cemetery (part
of 41BX789) and the APE, 2) a low terrace surface along Sixmile Creek, and 3) an undocumented historic
artifact scatter possibly associated with the Airport Captain’s House. Questions about the boundaries of
the APE, their relationship to the known cultural resources noted by Fullerton and Allday (2011), and the
overall geologic and geomorphic characteristics of the APE, prompted Prewitt and Associates, Inc. to
conduct a field reconnaissance before designing a methodology for the investigation.
The field reconnaissance revealed that the first 800 ft to 900 ft (244 m to 274 m) of Sixmile Creek
downstream from Roosevelt Avenue and the upland margins along Sixmile Creek have been extensively
modified and disturbed. In addition, it was revealed that the low terrace surface identified by Fullerton and
Allday (2011) is actually a strath terrace mantled by a thin deposit of recent sediments, and that
Holocene-age alluvial and landforms outside of the active channel are largely absent along the creek.
These factors indicated that the potential for intact buried archeological sites is very limited within the
APE.
Given these findings, the investigations focused on the two known cultural resources within and near the
APE: the Stinson #1 cemetery and the undocumented historic artifact scatter, possibly associated with
the Airport Captain’s House. Mechanical scraping and trenching in select areas between the Stinson #1
cemetery and the APE did not encounter any unmarked graves. The investigations at and around the
undocumented historic artifact scatter resulted in the recordation of the resource as archeological site
41BX2010, which includes the National Register–eligible Airport Captain’s house and garage.

Recommendations
The archeological investigations documented one new archeological site, 41BX2010, which intersects the
southern boundary of the APE at its eastern end. The site consists of the Airport Captain’s House,
garage, and surrounding artifact scatter. As an archeological site it has limited research potential given
the few artifacts observed on the surface and recovered through shovel testing, and the disturbed nature
of the site’s surface and near-surface deposits. Due to these factors, the site is recommended as
ineligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion D and ineligible for
designation as a State Antiquities Landmark. The Airport Captain’s House and garage, however, are
eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A, as noted in an earlier
reconnaissance-level survey of historic resources by Finney (2013). The Texas Historical Commission
has recently concurred with Finney’s recommendation (Brad Jones, personal communication 2014).
While the site boundaries intersect the APE, the eligible structures at the site are outside the APE. It is
imperative, however, that project-related impacts to these structures be avoided. It is recommended that
a buffer zone of at least 30 m (100 ft) be placed around the Airport Captain’s House and garage during
construction. By creating a buffer zone, the work proposed by Bexar County Flood Control Capital
Improvement Program will not impact any cultural resources that are eligible for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places or designation as a State Antiquities Landmark. No further work is
recommended, and the project should be allowed to proceed as presently designed.
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Appendix A – Project Maps

Project location map.

Overview of project area.

Site map for 41BX2010.

Map of area investigated for unmarked burials.

Appendix B – Project Photographs

Exposure of Eocene Wilcox Formation along Sixmile Creek.

Push piles on the upland margin on the south side of Sixmile Creek.

Overview of the Stinson #1 cemetery.

Strath terrace between the Stinson #1 cemetery and Sixmile Creek channel (right)
investigated for unmarked burials.

Overview of stripped Area 1.

Overview of test trenches on strath terrace (Test Trench 4 in foreground).

Test Trench 2.

Overview of stripped Area 2.

Overview of site 41BX2010 (Airport Captain’s House in background).

Front (north end) of the Airport Captain’s House at site 41BX2010.

Front (east side) of garage at site 41BX2010.

